M A H A T M A
I cease to help them to rule me. I become a passive resister against
the rulers,"
During his return voyage to South Africa on board S.S. Kildonan
Castle, Gandhi wrote in Gujarati his famous 3O,ooo-word book, Hind
Swaraj, or Indian Home Rule, in 1909. He worked day and night over
the manuscript, from November 13 to November 22, and wrote it
on the steamer's stationery, in all 271 pages. About fifty pages he
wrote with the left hand.
Gandhi was perturbed by the terrorist tendencies spreading
among his compatriots. He felt that violence was no remedy for
India's ills, and that her civilization required the use of a different
and higher weapon for self-protection. He wrote the book in answer
to the Indian school of violence and its prototype in South Africa :
"The satyagraha of South Africa was still an infant hardly two
years old. But it had developed sufficiently to. write of it with some
degree of confidence." In the words of its author, Hind Swaraj teaches
<e the gospel of love in place of that of hate. It replaces violence with
self-sacrifice. It pits soul force against brute force."
Hind Swaraj is a severe condemnation of " modern civilization".
It is divided into twenty chapters, dealing with swaraj, civilization,
lawyers, doctors, machinery, education, passive resistance and other
matters. It deals with practical questions in a most original way. It is
written in dialogue form, reaching great heights in some places. It is
a faithful record of conversations he had with workers, one of whom
was an avowed terrorist. The book is written in perfect Gandhian
style — terse, simple and logical.
In Hind Swaraj there is a chapter in which a comparison has been
made between Italy and India; and there the fundamentals of
Gandhi's conception of swaraj are clearly stated :
" If you believe that, because Italians rule Italy, the Italian nation
is happy, you are groping in darkness. Mazzini has shown conclu-
sively that Italy did not become free. Victor Emmanuel gave one
meaning to the expression; Mazzini gave another. According to
Emmanuel, Cavour and even Garibaldi, Italy meant the King of
Italy and his henchmen. According to Mazzini, it meant the whole
of the Italian people, that is, its agriculturists. Emmanuel was only
its servant. The Italy of Mazzini still remains in a state of* slavery.
The working classes in that land are still unhappy. They, therefore,
indulge in assassination, rise in revolt, and rebellion on their part is

